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Course Objectives

· Be able to determine if there is a need for a psychological intervention

· Be able to implement a psychological intervention

· Learn how to choose the best method to evaluate the success of psychological interventions

· Understand the characteristics of properly developed assessment tools

· Be able to understand the statistics used in journal articles and technical reports

· Be able to select the appropriate statistic to analyze program evaluation data

· Be able to professionally present the results of psychological research or program evaluation

Course Schedule

May
12
Introduction to the class
and program evaluation




May
13
Needs analysis





Royse (1, 2, 3)
May
14
Implementing a program – managing change



May   
15
Work on group projects
May
19
Understanding the literature: meta-analysis

Patten (B)
May
20
Surveys and interviewing



Royse (4)
May
21
Research methods




Patten (A, C, D, E)
May
22
Research methods




Royse (6 – 10)
May
26
*** Memorial Day Holiday ***

May
27
Understanding statistics




Patten (F), Royse (14)
May
28
Creating psychometrically sound assessments

Royse (11, 13)
May
29
Effectively communicating program evaluation results
June
02
General Program Evaluation Issues
June
03
*** Presentations ***
June
04
*** Presentations ***
June
05
*** Final Exam ***
Texts
Royse, D., Thyer, B. A., Padgett, D. K., & Logan, T. K. (2001).  Program evaluation (3rd edition).  Belmont, CA: Brooks/Cole.  (ISBN 0-8304-1536-x)

Patten, M. L.  (2002). Understanding research methods.  Los Angeles: Pyrczak Publishing.  (ISBN 1-884585-47-7)

Grades


Exam






150


Student meta-analysis presentation


  50


Group project





100

A = 270-300
B = 240-269   C = 210-239   D = 180-209   F = 179 or lower

Attendance Policy


Due to the compressed nature of the course, each absence after the first will result in a reduction of one grade.

Group Project


Students will be divided into two groups.  The school psychology students will conduct a program evaluation of the Counseling Program and the counseling psychology students will conduct a program evaluation of the School Psychology program.
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