Questions for The Mad, the Bad, and the Innocent
As you read the book, Dr. Kirwin will indicate her opinion regarding whether certain people are

mad (insane) or bad (psychopaths).  In the space below, keep track of these people as you read.

_________________________________________________________________________

The Mad



The Bad

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

As you read the book, Kirwin will discuss what she calls “designer defenses,” and will on occasion,

call something a designer defense.  When you come across these designer defenses, list them below.

1.
What does Kirwin say are the “traditional tools of her trade?”


a.  


b.  


c.  


d.  
2.
How many face-to-face hours does Kirwin like to spend with an accused person who is


pleading not guilty by reason  of insanity (NGRI)?

3.
According to Kirwin, how accurate are the tests used to determine mental illness?

4.
What are “ideas of reference?”

5.
What basic questions does Kirwin ask herself in determining sanity?


a.  


b.  


c.  


d.  
6.
During the reign of King Edward II, when was a person considered insane?

7.
How many times has Kirwin been hired by the prosecution? By the defense?

8.
What was Rifkin’s IQ?

9.
In over 285 cases of neonaticide, how many times did the mother spend more than one day in jail?

10.
In your opinion, why did Stephanie Wernick not have an abortion rather than wait until her child

 
was born and then kill it?

11.
What is a “moral idiot?”

12.
What type of killer (mass, spree, serial) was Gerald Long?

13.
What is a “designer defense?”

14.
On the basis of her experience in over 35 homicides, what is Kirwin’s opinion of the “battered

 
woman syndrome?”

15.
According to Kirwin, do people “just snap?”

16.
What is “noninsane automatism?”

17.
What things did Lilly Schmidt do that convinced Kirwin that she was malingering?


a.  


b.  


c.  


d.  


e.  


f.  

18.
What is mens rea?

19.
According to Kirwin, what is the difference in the way psychologists and psychiatrists conduct

 
forensic examinations? 

20.
What is tardive dyskinesia?

21.
What is Graves’ disease?

22.
What course case gave mentally ill people hospitalized through the criminal courts the right


to a hearing to determine if they were still in need of hospitalization?

23.
According to Kirwin, about what percent of those pleading NGRI are malingerers?

24.
On the basis of what you learned in class, what type of killer (mass, spree, serial) was 

Colin Ferguson?

25.
When was the Criminal Lunatics Act passed?

26.
What state first offered “Guilty but Mentally Ill) as an option?

27.
When was the Federal Insanity Defense Reform Act passed?  

28.
Alice Faye was diagnosed as “bipolar II.”  What is that?

29.
According to Kirwin, when the mentally ill are sent to prison, how do they fare?

30.
What three pieces of advice does Kirwin offer for improving trials involving an insanity plea?


a.  


b.  


c.  
